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(Carretta et al. 2009). Advances in acoustic monitoring have improved detection ability and species 
identification from echolocation pulse features (Zimmer et al. 2008; McDonald et al. 2009). 

During five ship-based surveys conducted from 1991–2005, there were only 11 sightings of beaked whales off 
northern California: three Baird’s (Berardius bairdii), four Cuvier’s (Ziphius cavirostris), and four Mesoplodon spp. 
(Barlow and Forney 2007). There were few sightings of beaked whales in the combined waters of California, 
Oregon, and Washington, and abundance estimates are unreliable (Carretta et al. 2009). Three Hubbs’ beaked 
whales (Mesoplodon carlhubbsi) and one badly decomposed Baird’s beaked whale were stranded along the 
Humboldt County coast from 1965–1978 (Sullivan and Houck 1979), and there have been a few additional 
strandings since 19788. One Baird’s beaked whale was reported in 30 surveys conducted off Eureka in fall 
1991–2007 (Calambokidis 2009). 

Six species of beaked whales are in the genus Mesoplodon; they are treated as a group because they are difficult 
to distinguish in the field. These six species and their known distributions are as follows (Mead 1989, 2008): 

• Hubbs’ beaked whale is known only along the Pacific coasts of the U.S. and Japan.

• Lesser beaked whale (Mesoplodon peruvianus) is the smallest member of the family and is found in the
eastern tropical Pacific as far north as southern California.

• Ginkgo-toothed beaked whale (Mesoplodon ginkgodens) is reported from scattered locations in tropical
and warm temperate waters of the Indo-Pacific.

• Blainville’s beaked whale (Mesoplodon densirostris) has a global distribution in tropical and warm
temperate waters.

• Stejneger’s beaked whale (Mesoplodon stejnegeri) is known only in the North Pacific Ocean from
California to Alaska (including the Bering Sea) and Japan.

• Perrin’s beaked whale (Mesoplodon perrini) is the newest mesoplodon to be recognized, known only
from stranded specimens (Dalebout et al. 2002).

Beaked whales are rarely sighted in the region, but would likely be foraging in Mendocino Canyon if present in 
the action area. 

Birds Associated with the Offshore Action Area, Cable Landing, and Humboldt Bay 

Unlike offshore wind project sites in the nearshore marine environment in Europe and the east coast of North 
America, which has an extended continental shelf and limited topography, the Pacific Ocean nearshore and 
shelf marine environments are quite diverse topographically and the shelf break is much closer to the coast. 
Passive continental margins such as most of the Atlantic Ocean coasts have wide and shallow continental 

8 Jacobsen, J. Cetacean and Seabird Biologist. H. T. Harvey & Associates. December 17, 2009—communication with Dr. 
Sharon Kramer of H. T. Harvey & Associates regarding compilation of marine mammal strandings. 
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Figure 3. Transmission Line Stream Crossings and Major Watercourses 
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